
 

 
 
 
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
STREETS & SIDEWALKS COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 AT 4:00 P.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

 
Present:   Chairman Dale Veverka 
  Vice Mayor Dave Grendel 
         
Also Present: Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz 
  Councilperson Chris Walchanowicz 
  Service Director Ron McKinley 
  City Engineer Don Ramm 
  Engineer Inspector Jim Riley 
  Finance Assistant Maggie Osysko 
  GIS Specialist Chrissy Lingenfelter 
 
Absent: Councilperson Tom Narduzzi 
 
Chairman Dale Veverka called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. 
 
Chairman Veverka said I would like to welcome you all to the September 30, 2021 Streets & 
Sidewalks Committee meeting. It’s so nice to be meeting back in person again and so nice to see 
some residents in attendance today, so welcome all of you. 
 
So we want to get rolling.  Ron, our new Service Director, talk to us, but not so new because you 
have been here a whole month, right? 
 
Service Director McKinley said a couple of months.  Thank you.   
 
The Department has been working diligently on improving the efficiency of the Service 
Department to better serve the needs of the residents.  Some of the changes we have made are 
route optimizer mapping for senior rubbish, chipper stops, special pick ups and household 
hazardous waste.  These maps are computer generated routes for each job location and provide 
turn-by-turn directions for the employees. 
 
The Department has also created routes for leaves and snow plowing which breaks the City 
streets up into six individual routes and the mains north and south.  These maps will be handed 
out to everyone with specific streets on them that are to be plowed for the day or the leaves to be 
picked up for that day.  Some of the maps look like that with separate areas if anybody wants to 
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see them.  I have them pulled up.  That is what the City looks like, and each color is a different 
route section.  So, we will have six individual routes and two trucks on the mains north and one 
truck on the mains south.  When you look at each individual area, and it looks something like 
that; so when a guy comes in he will be responsible for the roads for that day.   
 
Next, among some of these changes we also noticed that the senior rubbish guy, he goes to the 
house and drags the can to the road, then the rubbish and recycle truck comes by emptying the 
cans.  Then the senior rubbish guy goes back to each house to drag the cans back up to the house.  
This process requires three trips to the senior’s house to empty the garbage can and can take 
most of the day to accomplish because he must wait for the rubbish and the recycle truck to 
empty the cans before he can carry the cans back to the house.  We are looking at this Perkins 
rubbish truck, and it looks like this.  It is a 8 yard container, but 4 2 yard boxes, one for senior 
rubbish on one side and one for the recycle on the other, and they dump individually.  The 
proposed Perkins 8 yard satellite is a Ford F-450, it streamlines the process to where one man  
will go to the senior’s house, empties the can into his truck and leaves completing a job within 
one stop instead of three. 
 
We set up a demo on Thursday, September 2nd which Jim Riley and myself accompanied this 
unit in action.  The senior rubbish pick up list for the day was completed in one hour instead of 
an all day affair.  This unit will also help us to streamline the senior rubbish for five days a week 
into a one to one and a half day a week operation.  That is what that truck looks like right there.   
 
Engineering Inspector Jim Riley asked could I add something Ron? 
 
Service Director McKinley replied sure. 
 
Mr. Riley said with this truck it would either back right in or the guy could wheel it and dump it.  
It was amazing how quick it went; but also if a guy forgets a stop with the big truck, he has to go 
back and comes off where he is.  This truck could be used for that.  It could be used for streets 
like Meadowbrook where you would send it down there and pick up and also around our campus 
here.  The Rec Department, all the garbage cans, instead of sending this big truck which making 
those turns in a little parking lot is dangerous; but like Ron said, we download this, and one of 
our workers in the Service Department learning how everything operates.  We were done in less 
than an hour on that route on that day.  It was a Wednesday.  So, it’s amazing that this just took 
what would take sometimes up to 8 hours, it was done in less than one hour.   
 
Mayor Kurtz asked how many homes, I know that we can’t determine how full each container is, 
but approximately how many homes or containers could you fit into one of those before you had 
to dump it?  Any idea? 
 
Service Director McKinley said it had 20, and some houses had one bag, some had 2. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked it will handle 20 on that senior route normally, or more? 
 
Service Director McKinley said I think it will handle 80, all of them, in one day. 
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Mayor Kurtz said so if you fill up earlier, where do you dump this? 
 
Service Director McKinley said we take it back to the shop and dump it in the existing garbage 
trucks, and they could go right back out. 
 
Mr. Riley said or it can be dumped, that day we send it out to the landfill. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said you can dump it into one of our containers there. 
 
Service Director McKinley said or a loader bucket, into a garbage truck with a loader bucket.  
There are many options.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so you would have garbage in one container and recyclables in another. 
 
Service Director McKinley said and that unit actually picks up the can and dumps it for you. 
 
Mr. Riley said so you don’t have a guy throwing his back out trying to lift the heavy stuff or 
something. 
 
Service Director McKinley said I would also look at putting a plow on that.  Some of the senior 
driveways they have very steep hills; so we would plow our way up there.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said so he would plow his way up, take the container, go behind it, dump it into it, 
put it back and then go back out.   
 
Service Director McKinley said absolutely. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked would you consider a 550 instead of a 450?  They are a little heavier duty, 
same chassis, same CA. 
 
Service Director McKinley replied yes.  This unit here is available now. We would have to build 
a 550, and it’s probably about a year out to get a chassis. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said so you can get one of these now.   
 
Service Director McKinley said we would get that exact truck right there. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I thought that was ours.   
 
Service Director McKinley said that’s the one we demoed.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked where does that truck come from? 
 
Service Director McKinley said Best Equipment.   
 
Mr. Riley said they are in North Royalton. 
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Councilperson Walchanowicz asked what’s the overall height of it with the box on it? 
 
Service Director McKinley said you know we checked it with the wires.  We had clearance on all 
of the houses with the wires. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said so you didn’t have any issues going up any of the driveways. 
 
Service Director McKinley said we did not. 
 
Mr. Riley said we thought of that too Chris, and we thought we would put on the route list, put a 
big red star watch wires, you know how it is.  It was amazing how quick it was done.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked can I ask another question? 
 
Chairman Veverka said yes, go ahead.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked will this truck follow the daily routes as it is, or are you 
going to condense all the senior routes into one specific day now so then that truck is only out 
the one day a week? 
 
Service Director McKinley said we would like to do one day a week for the senior rubbish. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if we were plowing, if you were using a plow truck in the winter time, it 
wouldn’t matter if you were on the same route because you are accomplishing dual purpose. 
 
Service Director McKinley replied absolutely. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said and you can plow the senior’s driveway as you pick up the rubbish.  Just plow 
the driveway and then pick them up. 
 
Service Director McKinley said we can use it for special pick ups, for household hazardous 
waste, for paint cans. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked you will have enough work to keep this truck busy five days a week? 
 
Service Director McKinley replied absolutely.   
 
Mr. Riley says it frees up a guy that was taking all day, now you have 7 hours of him to do 
another job.  That day that Ron put that guy out on another job to do something else. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said even if it’s two hours. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked what kind of dollars we talking about? 
 
Service Director McKinley said new around $82,000.  This demo unit is at $71,000. 
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Mayor Kurtz asked full warranty? 
 
Service Director McKinley said about a 90 day warranty because it is a demo unit.  They are 
checking into if they could get us an extended warranty.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so the demo plus an extended warranty would be much cheaper.  I 
don’t imagine that it has many miles on it. 
 
Service Director McKinley said 4,000 miles I believe.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked how many senior rubbishes do you pick up? 
 
Service Director McKinley replied 88.   
 
Mayor Kurtz asked did you talk to Finance about blending it into our capital?  Maggie? 
 
Finance Assistant Osysko said he did talk to Vern about it.  I think it was fine. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said so finance isn’t an issue. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said maybe we push something back another year or so.   
 
Mayor Kurtz asked are you recommending it to Council to purchase this year? 
 
Service Director McKinley said we are. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so if we approve it in October, we could probably get it by the end of 
the month. 
 
Service Director McKinley replied absolutely.   
 
Mr. Riley said if not sooner. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I would like to find out about the warranty, if we can get an 
extended warranty on it. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so many things now you have to order like a year in advance. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if we order that truck right now, we would be lucky to see it in a year. 
 
Chairman Veverka said the extended warranty is I guess the biggest piece of the puzzle. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked is it going to cover just the chassis or is it going to cover the 
box? 
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Mayor Kurtz said we want everything covered, although they are two different vendors 
technically. 
 
Service Director McKinley said correct. 
 
Chairman Veverka said but it fits right in with the rest of the Ford trucks we have, so we won’t 
have a problem of different brand parts.  That would be helpful.   
 
What do you think? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I think it’s a great idea. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked do we recommend it to the rest of Council? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I would recommend it, and pass it in October if we can. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked would you recommend it for the current legislation. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel and Chairman Veverka both replied yes. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said so it’s the recommendation of the Streets & Sidewalks Committee to prepare 
legislation for the October meeting.   
 
Chairman Veverka replied yes.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said then maybe Maggie we might have to look at what’s on the Five-Year 
Plan if we have to delay something a year or so.  Although, we haven’t made the purchases like 
we did the last few years.  We were buying a lot of trucks. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said it sounds like Finance has already reviewed the purchase so we are good. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said very good. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said thank you Council. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked Ron do you want to continue? 
 
Service Director McKinley said yes sir, please.  Next on the agenda is the Verizon Snow Pass 
GPS and live view data.  We are in the process currently of exploring demos that will have 
windshield monitoring, street facing cameras recording the events of the day as well as live view 
GPS vehicle tracking.  We will provide Snow Pass with GIS routes for leaves and snow plowing 
operations.  The software will enable us to have real time tracking abilities of our vehicles on a 
live screen as well as up-to-date coverage of routes completed that auto populate as the GPS 
tracks the vehicles. It will also give us a live view of how long ago a road was completed which 
is color coded for fast reference.   
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I have a little video I will show on this. 
 
Service Director McKinley started the video. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked Mayor Kurtz does that have anything to do with the new system that 
we are going to have a demonstration?  That will be all part of that? 
 
GIS Specialist Chrissy Lingenfelter said they are separate, but there is the ability to connect the 
two because the Verizon piece of the GPS can also provide vehicle diagnostics, and it would be 
great to be able to do that with the Tyler system. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said good.   
 
Service Director McKinley said a couple of things I want to point out here. This right here is live 
feed; so if a resident calls in wanting to know the last time we plowed her street, this will be live 
on my computer screen.  I just can turn around in my chair and look at it and tell her how long 
ago – 2 hours, 4 hours.  It is also color coded, and it’s a live view on the screen.  You actually get 
satellite view and see the truck as it’s moving. Chrissy, what is it every 30 seconds it updates? 
 
Ms. Lingenfelter said 30 seconds for update, and Ron would also have the ability to type in a 
specific address, and it would zoom right to that address location and give the exact time the 
plow truck was there.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said so Mr. Guzi might say I can’t get up the hill, and Ron says look it, we were 
there a half an hour ago, and he would say okay well I haven’t been outside here; so it’s okay.   
 
Mr. Riley said it also has five minutes if a truck is sitting for five minutes, it sends Ron a notice 
saying because a truck shouldn’t be sitting if it’s supposed to be out plowing.  Not never in this 
City, but you know how sometimes you will see trucks hiding under a bridge talking and that, 
this will prevent that.  This will keep them out plowing. 
 
Service Director McKinley said I believe it literally vibrates my phone.  It notifies me if a truck 
has been sitting for longer what we set it for, 7 minutes, 5 minutes.   
 
It also tracks the diagnostics of the vehicle, hard braking, hard acceleration, stopping, turning, 
stuff like that.   
 
Mayor Kurtz asked how do you track salt consumption or salt measuring? Is that something our 
new trucks we can set up? 
 
Service Director McKinley we have the easy scales on the loader working, and we are working 
towards when a guy gets to the loader to load his truck, he has to enter in his personal code 
before that loader will start to load; and then it will print out what truck and what guy and how 
much they are loading. 
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Mayor Kurtz said so we will be able to monitor our salt use, and so we will know when our 
reserves are getting to the point where we need to call in and order 2,000 ton or 1,000 ton or 
whatever so that we are never fully depleted. 
 
Service Director McKinley said absolutely. 
 
Ms. Lingenfelter said with the Tyler order system, the drivers would be required to report how 
much salt they need that day by using the easy loader measurement.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said he would know he had 7 loads of salt. 
 
Ms. Lingenfelter said we will be able to cost out each route and make adjustments if we need to.   
 
Mr. Riley said so you should be spreading more salt on the Brecksville Road hill, Stone Road 
hill, Hillside hill, not in the side developments that are just flat.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said I believe the equipment we have Ron, correct me if I’m wrong, allows us to 
make those adjustments. 
 
Service Director McKinley said it does. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we just have to educate and set it. 
 
Service Director McKinley said we can set it and lock it. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked so when they go up the hill it knows to? 
 
Service Director McKinley said it’s based on the acceleration of the gas pedal.  You can set it to 
that spreader will then increase or decrease. 
 
Mr. Riley said the guy from ODOT said the system they use will actually shut the salt off if they 
put new concrete down or they have vegetation that can’t handle set.  It shuts if off.  The driver 
doesn’t even have to do anything.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said wow.   
 
Mr. Guzi asked Mayor, is there a cost savings in labor and material versus our present process? 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I think it’s monitoring our costs.  We will know our costs more accurately with 
the new system that Council approved, and we are implementing.  We will be able to keep track 
of it, so we will know how much salt we are using at the end of the day.  We will know what we 
have in reserve, and we will know which routes are using more salt because of the terrain.  Like 
Stone Road, you use more salt going up Stone Road because of the hill; and if you are in the 
subdivision, you wouldn’t need as much salt because it’s flat.  It’s all safety oriented, instead of 
just throw it on and go.   
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Mr. Riley said Mr. Guzi with the routes a few years back, one night there were 4 trucks on 
Brookside Road, lower Brookside because there were no routes assigned. So, this also says who 
did Route No. 1?  Hey, you missed some streets, or the guys can radio in and say to the Service 
Director, I am done with my route, does anybody need help; and he could say start here and get 
these streets.  The GPS records that. 
 
Mr. Guzi said so it’s a built in accountability to the labor. 
 
Mr. Riley said oh yeah and price of salt. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said and the equipment is being monitored.  Like what Chrissy said was the 
information, it will talk about the truck.  It will talk about everything about the truck that’s going 
on so that we can monitor it.  It is just the way of the future. 
 
Mr. Guzi said it looks like a win-win.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said everything is going that way.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked what’s the cost of this? 
 
Service Director McKinley said there’s like a $2,500 initial demo fee to get some demo units 
installed, and then it’s a monthly fee per unit.  We are not sure how many units we need yet; we 
are just going to demo a couple right now to try out during leaf season; and if we like the 
operation, then we will fully implement by the first of the month. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked will we be leasing the equipment then? 
 
Service Director McKinley replied correct.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I see.  So when there’s an update or new equipment. 
 
Service Director McKinley said updates are automatically installed.   
 
Several people began speaking at once. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I like the little garbage truck.  We can use it for Fall Fest and 
Home Days. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said so we would like the committee to at least approve our moving forward as the 
demo so that we brought it to Council’s attention; and we are going to continue down this path.  
Is that fair? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said oh yeah. 
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Chairman Veverka said yes. 
 
Mr. Riley said one other thing with that front view camera.  If someone would ever say hey this 
driver hit my mailbox or hit my car, we can watch that video and say it wasn’t the plow. 
 
Service Director McKinley said car accidents and everything else. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said just like the video yesterday of the guy who took off after the stop and rolled 
over a big truck. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I couldn’t believe that video.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said we would be able to see that if there was an issue.  Another safety issue. 
 
Service Director McKinley said also during leaf season, we will be trying out a one to two man 
leaf machine demo unit in hopes to increase the efficiency of the leaf pick up operation and to 
decrease the manpower needed per crew. That is this truck here right here.  We currently have 20 
yard boxes, this is a 25 yard box.  Inside the cab we have 2 steering wheels, one on each side, the 
driver’s side and the passenger’s side.  You could operate this tube from inside the cab.  So, 
literally one guy could drive down the road picking up leaves.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked so it’s on a joystick? 
 
Service Director McKinley replied yes.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked how many do we have about 3 or 4 on the truck? 
 
Service Director McKinley said 3 normally.   
 
Chairman Veverka said you have a driver, a raker and somebody with the hose. 
 
Service Director McKinley said it’s a 3 man crew normally. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said and we usually have somebody behind him too, a pick up truck as a safety 
vehicle.  So, this would eliminate that extra vehicle.  I think we are going to try something 
different with the leaf pick up this year.  As a unit becomes full, we are going to detach the leaf 
vac and send that to the dump, attach another one.  With this GPS system, we will be able to 
know where trucks are so that you can go over and replace at this point.  So, the second unit will 
continue to work.  We are not spending half of the time going to the dump.  So, it will be a more 
efficient system. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked so with that GPS, will it be able to monitor percentage of 
how full we are?  So say we are 90% full, we can let it make contact with the next truck to come. 
 
Service Director McKinley said no, the tube itself stops sucking when it gets full.  It slows down.  
It stops accepting so much. 
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Mayor Kurtz said they usually can define how much time it’s taking, depending on how heavy 
the leaves are, how much is out there.  You can usually come pretty close to monitor. If a truck 
goes to the dump, one is filling, by the time they get back, if he has to sit there a couple of 
minutes, what difference it would make rather than a half hour or 20 minutes. 
 
Mr. Riley said and not only was that truck going to the dump, the guys in the pickup were also 
going to the dump. So, 3 guys were driving to a dump, now you will have one guy driving to the 
dump; and you are not stopping picking up leaves. 
 
Service Director McKinley said and the crew can keep working. They can keep moving forward 
so they never have to stop. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said this isn’t going to happen overnight, this is a multi-year process.  We need to 
have Council’s buy in to the concept so that we can get one unit and then get into it; so it’s going 
to take us several years and a capital budget adjustment to really streamline the whole process. 
We are changing up the way we do it so we can become more efficient.  Over time it will just 
roll into this.  
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked do we have 2 units now that pick up leaves? 
 
Service Director McKinley said we have 5, there are 3 self-contained units, a tow behind and 2 
that operator rides on.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I see.   
 
Service Director McKinley said which is 15 or 20 guys to go out there and do it.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so this would free them up again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we do an exceptional job with leaves.  I don’t think any other community does 
the kind of job that we do; and our residents are very effective.  When they want their leaves out 
there, they get them out there.  They want them moved. So, we keep finding ways to become 
more efficient, and this is the next generation opportunity.  Where are we in the budget for this 
Maggie? 
 
Finance Assistant Osysko said I wasn’t in the meeting when Vern talked to Ron; so I think Vern 
(inaudible), but he said there were no issues with anything. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said okay. 
 
Service Director McKinley said next we emptied the salt dome and stockpiled the salt on site. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked how did we leave this then with Council?  What are we doing with this? 
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Vice Mayor Grendel said well this will probably be part of our Five-Year when we have our 
meeting for the Five-Year because you will be meeting with Vern. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked are you demoing this? 
 
Service Director McKinley said yes, in October when the leaves get heavier. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said do me a favor and let’s do a video so that we can present to Council. 
 
Chairman Veverka said or let us know.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that will be part of our Five-Year Plan, we can see where we can place 
it. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said Council can do the raking.   
 
Mr. Riley said I will mention to Alla about a video. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said a little video, that would be great. 
 
Service Director McKinley said we emptied the salt dome and stockpiled the salt on site  at the 
Service Center in preparation for the new salt dome for the shell to be installed. They will be 
here this weekend working Saturday and Sunday to put the shell up.   
 
The mechanics are currently performing preventative maintenance on all of the leaf machines 
and all the snow plow trucks.  We have ordered wear items like clutches, belts and cutting edges 
for these trucks and machines.  We have stock in our inventory for the upcoming season, so we 
can minimize the down time in case of a breakdown. 
 
The Department has also started some in-house asphalt repairs on Old and New Brecksville Road 
as well as Kuhn’s parking lot and the access drive next to the barbershop.  We also installed an 
asphalt apron on Stone Road.   
 
Crack sealing was performed on Selig Drive and East Sprague Road.   
 
In August we took delivery of the new (inaudible) and chipper, and in September we took 
delivery of a new bobcat mini excavator.  
 
We had about 30 dumpsters in August.  We picked up 77 special stops, and we did 139 
household hazardous waste stops.   
 
We also completed 153 chip jobs and 51 sewer jobs and installed 20 tents in August.  
 
Three-Z is currently working on the final grinding of the compost pile, and we are trucking that 
to the Service garage as we speak.  We have roughly 3,400 yards of mulch/compost as the 
Service Center. That will be ready in the spring. 
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We worked with Engineering and performed some land clearing for the fence project behind 
Chase Bank there on 21.  We do have some compost ready for residents to pick up now, but 
maybe about 20 tons is all this year. 
 
That’s my report. 
 
Chairman Veverka said okay.  Well, thank you.   
 
We have a couple of residents here that wanted to ask a couple of questions related to Stone 
Road’s condition and what might be able to be happening this year.  So, if somebody would want 
to speak to that? 
 
Mr. Peter Panizutti of Stone Road along with his wife Kathy were in attendance.  Mr. Panizutti 
said I have been using it a lot with my bicycle ever since they put in the Hemlock Trail which is 
really wonderful; and I want to thank you all, everybody that was involved with that.  With this 
Council and this Mayor, and the previous Council and previous Mayor, it’s really nice.  Anthony 
Togliatti and yourself Mr. Kurtz, and I really appreciate it all.  It’s really been wonderful because 
now I can ride my bike right down the street a half mile, and I am right at the bridge. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked Kathy is he actually doing a lot? 
 
Mrs. Panizutti said tell him how many miles. 
 
Mr. Panizutti said as of today I have this year done 2,800 miles.  Last year I did 2,100, and when 
you guys opened it in 2019 I had about 350 miles. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said Mike is going to join, he’s going to get in the back of it. 
 
Mr. Panizutti said it’s great because I can ride all the way downtown.  I have ridden all the way 
to Edgewater, Whiskey Island and down to the stadium.   
 
Mr. Riley asked do you call your wife to come pick you up when you get downtown?  Do you 
make it back? 
 
Mr. Panizutti said there’s a slight little turn and a couple of shortcuts I have off the towpath 
which cuts off a little bit of mileage, not much though. It’s about 13 ½ miles to Whiskey Island 
and about 15 to 15 ½ to Edgewater.   
 
My point is that a lot of people since the Hemlock Trail has been built have been using Stone 
Road, people who live on Stone Road and Tulip Trail.  They go down the road and take the 
bridge over to the towpath.  Then there are other people who go down Hemlock Trail and then 
maybe come up Stone Road or visa versa. So, there have been numerous people walking and 
bicycling. There are mothers with strollers and kids, and those three wheel motorized scooters.  
We have seen, like many of you know, Benny; we have seen him.  I have seen him on the road 
going up or down, and Bob another guy who has the two dogs.  My point is that the road, 
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especially now that Haydite is more or less done, the lower section of the road is kind of beat up 
to say the least.  It would be really nice to maybe resurface, if nothing else, that lower part of the 
hill once you go around the bend there past Mike Guzi’s house that drops down and bends to the 
left to drop down by Hemlock creek.  That one little section at least would be really wonderful if 
that could be resurfaced.  It would be nice to have the whole road of course, but that little section 
there is probably the most critical in my opinion because there are some potholes and broken up 
asphalt, silt.  It would be really great if that could be done, and also I made a little drawing here 
before coming up here; I thought that there could certain aspects done on that road to make it 
safer for pedestrians, including 2 mirrors, one on the corner there just past Mike’s house because 
then we can see around the corner whether you are driving or walking.  You have visibility, and 
then also one down lower on the hill where it bends to the left and drops down to Hemlock creek.  
I think like having two mirrors on poles so that you can see around the corner whether you are 
walking or bicycling or driving your car; you would be able to see around the corner before you 
get there.   
 
At the same time I thought that perhaps maybe like marking on the road, not putting in a 
sidewalk, but just a marking on the road on the edge; I don’t know how wide those things are, 3 
or 3 ½ feet.  They have a bicycle lane.  I know that Stone Road isn’t real wide, barely wide 
enough for 2 cars, but it’s not like there’s constant car traffic on there.  It would be nice maybe to 
just mark it, that way people are aware of it.  We have a sidewalk down to Tulip Trail, but once 
you get past Tulip Trail there’s no sidewalk.  It would be nice to also have like maybe a flashing 
light warning people driving pedestrians on the road because there are a lot of people on the road 
at times.  It’s not constant, but there are all kinds of people walking their dogs; and so I am just 
here saying it would be nice to have at least lower Stone Road resurfaced and whatever.  It 
would be nice if the whole street was done, but lower Stone Road where it drops down, that hill 
that drops down there where a couple of Haydite trucks flipped over a number of years ago.  
That little section there would really be nice if we can resurface it; and like I said a couple of 
mirrors like our neighbor across the street, the Colismo’s, the way their driveway comes out to 
Stone Road; they had mirrors so that they could see down the hill as they were pulling out so that 
they didn’t pull in front of a car.  I think 2 convex mirrors, one on each of those corners, one on 
the hill and one just past Mike’s house; I think that would improve some safety. 
 
I have a little drawing there that you guys can keep.  I made it out.   
 
Thank you all again for putting in that trail; it’s really wonderful and a lot of people are using it, 
not just people who live on our street.  There are a lot of people, and last year during Covid it 
was incredible how many people were using that area and still a lot of them are.   
 
Mrs. Panizutti said if I may say something, it’s like Stone Road has lost the road and has become 
a trail.  It’s Stone Trail now because it seems like it’s an extension of the towpath and Hemlock 
Trail.  It is just so nice to see so many people utilizing it.  To me it’s like a trail in the park.   
 
Mr. Panizutti said quite frankly, if you do the Hemlock Trail, and just kind of loop between 
Brecksville Road and the bottom crossing the bridge and doing Stone Road and 21; that’s about 
2.7 miles.  So, that’s a nice one hour walk for most people.  It’s really become very nice and just 
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thinking about it would be nice to have a little better surface at the bottom at least, and then also 
increase the safety for the people that are using it.   
 
Thank you for listening to us. 
 
Chairman Veverka said Don in our conversation, there’s supposed to be an extensive repair of 
Stone in what 4 years, 2025.  Isn’t that what I recall in the budget? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I’m not sure. We would have to look at the Five-Year Capital Plan. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said we should take the recommendations there and see if we can put it into 
a plan because now I think there’s so many cars that park down there; you should take a 
comprehensive look Mayor to see what we can do to make it more inviting, make it more safer 
for the visitors and our residents.  It’s only going to get I think more busy as we go on.   
 
I remember having that argument with Jim Crooks, remember Jim was steadfast against it and so 
was Tom Narduzzi; and it took us saying someday just like the Civic Center, people are going to 
say we all supported this project.  It’s a fantastic connector.  To say that we are connected to the 
National Park, we have a way to get down to it. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we have Anne Lynch looking at different things for a comfort station on the 
trail.  We should maybe look from Tulip Trail down and see if there is any type of grant that 
could help us. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said we should plan it in so many years have a fund that will be a 
placeholder for some of these projects. 
 
Mr. Panizutti said if I could just say one last thing.  With that repaving on that hill, that hill that I 
am talking about is approximately 1.5 to 2 miles; so we are talking fifteen hundredths to 1/5 of a 
mile.  I know because that is really steep.  I have gone up Hemlock Trail which is a more steep 
elevation.  There is no section on Hemlock as steep as that lower section on Stone.  That is really 
murderous, it’s at the end of my ride.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said Dale maybe when we do our Five-Year Plan we can look at something 
where we can plan a certain amount of money to go towards this so we are not just pulling it, we 
can plan ahead for these projects. 
 
Chairman Veverka said absolutely.  There’s a couple really narrow sections where the guardrails 
are extremely close, but that definitely would be something that would be worth considering Don 
on the way down.  When we do the more comprehensive paving job that we look at what other 
options we have to try to provide a little more safe space for people to move up and down the 
road.   
 
Mr. Guzi said I wanted to acknowledge, and please Chairman Veverka, responded to me and met 
me regarding the conditions of Stone Road.  I just want to thank you so much.  There is a lot of 
history on Stone Road.  It’s probably a historical road.  It goes back over a hundred plus years, 
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and then we started finding out we have a quarry with red bricks.  A lot of our buildings in 
Independence were actually manufactured by that brick company down at the bottom of the road.  
I think the old City Hall and some of our school buildings were done.  Greg, you might even 
know some of that. 
 
Mayor Kurtz replied a little bit.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I remember that hall that was down there too. 
 
Several people began speaking at once. 
 
Chairman Veverka said that connectivity.  We got married at the Methodist Church at the top of 
the hill, went down to Stone Hall for the reception; and then we went to the Howard Johnson’s 
Motor Lodge for our honeymoon, well at least the first night.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said that’s where I had my first victory party when I became Mayor was at Stone 
Hall.   
 
Chairman Veverka said going back to your comment related to the rest area some place on 
Hemlock Trail.  I think that we need to consider; we have managed at least to save the building 
that was there.  There is already a septic system there; so it seems to me like there’s a natural 
possibility there for somehow to have some sort of a restroom facility there and somehow make 
people more aware of that last of the company buildings. That’s a Craftsman house, and it’s one 
of the last vestiges of the mine.  My wife and I were down there last week, we walked a segment 
of that trail; and we were looking at the building.  We had a discussion then about the fact that 
the septic exists for that house; it seemed like a natural opportunity there.  I know that we have 
now cameraed it, but it would be nice to be able to try to put a little restoration into it and 
possibly put a sign in front of it and make people aware of that connection.  I know there is a 
nice sign on the trail that talks about the haydite, but that connection also there with how people 
lived at that time. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we are exploring, Anne from Economic Development, her background is, 
when she worked for Geauga County Park District; so she has been challenged with looking into 
opportunities and options relative to restoration, new septic, doing all the due diligence to present 
options sometime in the near future at Public Buildings & Lands and Council as to her findings 
as to the different options relative to the comfort station.  She had educated me as it’s really a 
comfort station, converting that or that site.  Once we have that information put together, we will 
presenting it Buildings & Lands and get feedback, input and then a decision as to how we want 
to go forward.  Taking into consideration everything that Councilperson Veverka suggested, we 
are trying assess everything and then determine a strategy and options that we will take to 
Council and have them incorporate them into long term strategy. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said Mayor I think we used to have a Mining Committee from Council; I 
think maybe we can transfer that to maybe a Trail Committee because sometimes these things 
get lost and have a big committee like Public Lands & Buildings; they have a number of things 
besides all of our buildings and cemetery.  This might lose its focus or that, and if we have a 
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committee that just focuses on this trail, they could possibly make these recommendations a little 
bit faster or more efficient. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we are exploring a Master Plan, the concept of a Master Trail Plan so that we 
can incorporate that into a long term strategy because funding is important.  Do we do self-
funding, grant funding, all these different opportunities.  Your point is well taken, and it’s 
consistent with what we are trying to do.  We will explore that further and then formalize it. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said especially since you have a person on staff now that’s kind of an expert 
at that, and maybe she would be able to spearhead that committee, have a Councilperson who is 
on there too. 
 
Chairman Veverka said we don’t want to take that away from the Public Lands Chairman. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said no, a lot of times you would have your hands filled with other things 
going on, and it loses its importance.  How many times do we talk about the cemetery, and then 2 
years go by and nothing gets done because you have other things that come up. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked Ron I guess my question is at the top part, are we planning on strip 
patching for some of those really rugged areas? 
 
Service Director McKinley said yes, we are going to try to get out there this year. 
 
Chairman Veverka said okay because some of that is really, really rugged.  I know that won’t 
make it for 3 more years, and because when I was over up at the church I noticed that a group of 
young kids on bikes flying down the hill.  It doesn’t take much.  You can hit 50 miles an hour 
going down that hill, and it doesn’t take much.  That definitely would be a safety concern. So, 
that would be good if we could get some of those bad areas, even  at the top part before you start 
going down. 
 
Mr. Guzi said in our discussion when I met with you last week, it’s time.  When you look at what 
we are all striving for in our City, the image of our City.  We want to make this the best image in 
Cuyahoga County, and compounding that image, now we have a tremendous amount of non-
residents that use the Hemlock Trail, walk up Stone Road, on bikes, pushing babies, walking, 
traveling whatever.  There is a tremendous amount of travel, not only car wise. Thank God the 
trucks aren’t on the road anymore, but we need to look at resurfacing Stone Road.  It’s not nickel 
and diming and patching it up and doing parts of it.  We need to resurface that hill, it’s the center 
of our community.  It’s the gateway to not only Hemlock Trail, but the Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park.  We have a church on top of the hill, a wonderful plaza; and we talk so much 
about mission statements and what we are trying to do in Independence, here we have an 
opportunity to resurface the road that will brighten the image of our town tremendously. 
 
Thank you for hearing me, and it’s nice to see you people again. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
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Chairman Veverka asked any other questions or comments related to Ron or the streets or 
anything on that topic? 
 
Well let’s jump over to the City Engineer.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said thanks Mr. Chairman.  The next item on the agenda is the Brookside 
gas main project.  They call it Brookside, but there’s many streets that will be involved with the 
project.  It’s not our project, but just looking to update the Mayor and Council Members and 
Streets & Sidewalks Committee members.  A lot of residents are going to be affected and 
impacted by the project work.   
 
The residents in attendance at the meeting left the room. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Chairman Veverka said it has been 31 years since the asphalt was last done.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I don’t see anything on the plan, so we are going to have to take a look 
at that because now that the trucks have left. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said moving along, back to the Dominion project, we had been 
coordinating with them, their engineering group on the detailed plans.  We also had a pre-
construction meeting.  Don Wartko Construction is the contractor that will be doing the work.  
The work impacts a piece of Brecksville Road from Brookside down to Kingscote, and then most 
all of Brookside west of Brecksville Road and then Kingscote all the way to Bexley and then 
Brookside at Eastview, up Eastview, Serio and a little short run of Scenicview Drive. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that’s not going to affect the pavement and everything we did.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said no, we were careful to look at there off on the grass, and most of this 
work they are going to try to horizontal directional drill which is trenchless technology; but there 
will be a lot of excavating on point locations to pothole, they have to identify every utility 
crossing and physically mark it. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I was just worried after that big project that it would affect the 
pavement up there.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said no we anticipate a lot of drilling, but there will be impacts for sure, 
point excavations and traffic impacts.  The project, they need to bolster their system to supply; 
they have a hard time supplying the capacity gas that they need, and this will help them do that.  
The project is all 8 and 12 inch gas mains. These are larger pipes, larger than we typically are 
used to seeing.  We are used to the 4 to 6 inch variety; so that gives you an idea what they are 
trying to do, the need for gas.  They will focus at a regulator chamber here at the intersection of 
Brecksville and Brookside and work their way down Brecksville and then up Brookside, it’s the 
critical part because that’s the trunk system.  Everything else feeds off of it; so it’s critical to 
initially get Brecksville and Brookside, the long run completed. 
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Vice Mayor Grendel asked so it goes all the way up to Lake Charles? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes. Unfortunately, they are catching the segment of Upper Brookside 
Phase 1 project limit; so we are trying to help locate that gas main to the extent that it would  
cause the least amount of disruption and impact to our brand new sidewalks and brand new 
roadway project. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it’s too bad they didn’t do this 2 years ago.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s bad in that regard, and then it’s good in this regard because we do 
have this section of Brookside in our Capital Plan for next year.  So, it’s good in that respect.  
They did say 13,000 or 14,000 feet of pipe and 167 service connections; so it’s a lot of pipe. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked when is that going to start? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s going to start Monday, and it’s going to go on for 12 weeks, 3 
months throughout probably until Christmas.  The impact to the residents will mostly be so when 
they horizontal drill, they have to ream the holes and then they have to fuse weld the pipe above 
ground; and they normally do 200 to 300 feet at a time. So, when they are fuse welding and 
laying that pipe on the ground, it’s going to impact access to driveways.  So, that’s where there’s 
really going to be the impact to residents coming and going from the properties as opposed to I 
think the traffic up and down the road will be maintained pretty easily, one lane two-way. 
 
Mr. Riley asked is it on the north side of the street or the south? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it varies from different streets.  It’s hard to see on this.  Brookside is 
on the north, and then Brecksville is on the west.  Kingscote looks like it’s on the lower 
(inaudible), and then this stretch of Brookside is west and north and along Eastview all on the 
north.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked where are they going to store all that pipe? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said they bring it out as they use it, but they were asking if there were 
locations. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked didn’t they store some stuff by the t-ball diamond a couple 
of years ago? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s possible. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked are they boring? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said a lot of it, horizontal directional drilling, and they ream it out and pull 
it in after they weld above ground.  It’s almost like we did our sanitary sewer. 
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Mayor Kurtz asked so they will come through the existing gas line? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said no, these are building new, they are off line; they keep the existing 
mains in service and they build these parallel. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked are they within the right-of-way? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, it’s in the right-of-way everywhere.  It’s very tight. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we should first look at what’s the best location for them to put that in.  Where 
does it compare with the water line? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s actually more close to the existing gas line because for ease of 
transferring services, it’s kind of like the critical aspect. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked are there any overlapping or conflicting areas that we could have them 
upgrade the water line in the same area that they are going to be doing the gas line so we are not 
compromising our water line.  I am just asking, I don’t know where the water line is, but if 
there’s any areas that conflict with our water line, we ought to have them rebuild that entire area 
because it’s going to affect us when we redo the water mains.  Is this area scheduled for a water 
main upgrade when we do that? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s not, I mean the upper section was not because it had been replaced 
recently; but we might look hard at this stretch because it’s probably older.  The couple of few 
breaks we have had on Brookside seem to be in this area.  
 
Mayor Kurtz said well again at some point we are going to redo this. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, next year or the year after it was slated for a major reconstruction, 
so that would be the time. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said well I guess my point is if we at least review these plans, proposal, I am sure 
they are designed as a convenience for their service; but often times we end up in a position 
where there are 2 utilities that overlap, that conflict, and so all I want to make sure is that if we 
are going to redo the water line, and we can identify a half dozen or dozen sites to where there’s 
a (inaudible).  We would want them to address those now so that we are not having to work 
around their improvement, and we would be harnessed with two things, the cost and the 
exposure of new work that they just did.  It just seems to me that, it may be that they are going to 
start Monday; but how much time did they give us?  They didn’t give us any time to influence 
this project. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said well actually Mayor we have been reviewing these plans for some 
time; so we were looking hard at that very thing, making sure that they weren’t going to go into a 
place that would jam us up later on when we were going to do a construction project that we 
needed.  For instance, that stretch of Brookside, if when we reconstruct it, we lower the profile 
and lower the road.  We are looking now at making sure they go a little bit deeper so we aren’t 
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relocating the very thing you are talking about.  We are not having to relocate something where 
it’s brand new. So, unfortunately we don’t have a design yet, so we can’t tell exactly where. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked their design or our design? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we don’t have a full blown, they have a good design; and they are 
tucked in real close to the right-of-way; so typically even if we reconstruct and lower our road in 
the center, by the time we work our way to the right-of-way, we pretty much are coming back. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked are they near the sidewalks? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yeah they are out near the sidewalk and real close to the right-of-way. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I’m trying to get a picture in my head, the sidewalk and then the gas line. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it varies. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said you go from the right-of-way line, you have the sidewalk or the gas line next? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it varies.  Sometimes they are under the sidewalk. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I guess that’s my point. We have sidewalks on that street. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said on the north side.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said and that’s where the gas main is going to go. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s where the current one is on that side, and the new one is going. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said so we need to make sure that in the field as well as function, when we go to 
redo this road and we do the ditches or the drainage in that entire area; those areas that lean over 
outside of the right-of-way into our road, I don’t want to be having to try to put drainage pipe 
that would conflict with this gas line.  What you said is they are boring, so they have to go to an 
elevation that doesn’t interfere with our infrastructure improvements down the road. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said right.  They tend to stay 3 foot cover on their big 8 to 12 inch mains; 
so they are connected at the bottom, maybe 4 foot down. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said well that’s not that deep. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said no it’s not that deep.  The water mains are typically deep. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked where is the water line compared to that?  They are going to dig 3 or 4 foot 
deep, and all of sudden we are going to 5 or 6 feet, and if it’s adjacent to the new foliage, I can 
tell you one thing; I would be very careful digging around that.   
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Vice Mayor Grendel asked when did the City become aware that they were going to do this? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said they postponed this job.  It was probably delayed because of Covid 
and lining up their own contractors and manpower. So, initially it was going to be another year 
probably, but we are seeing it now.  Even this year they thought it was going to go on a lot 
earlier than now; at the tail end of the year, winter is coming in. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said then it was our opportunity when we got this, we should have looked 
at; but I think you did look at it, to really seriously to save us expense later. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we need to tell the public that there’s a gas main reconstruction project that is 
going to start Monday in the Brecksville Road, the Kingscote, the Brookside, Eastview and 
Serio.  
 
City Engineer Ramm said so we put this out to coordinate with Alla, and she put it in the 
upcoming newsletter. 
 
Alla Lora said we put it out for the one in October.  After our meeting on Monday, we were able 
to get it into the October Post. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s very generic though, but it hits the highlights of the streets. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we will also update it this week. 
 
Mr. Riley said when they redid the gas line on Brecksville Road, do you remember that 
following year how many water line breaks we had?   Once you disturb that soil, and the water 
lines are in bad shape.  Some of these could be 100 years old. It’s scary. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it’s a bad perception.  You put a gas line in and all of a sudden 6 
months later you are disturbing the area because the water lines break and everything.  It seems 
like we could better coordinate things.   
 
Chairman Veverka said the water main serves me correctly, if you were looking in the same hole 
that I was, down at the bottom where the creek is between Oval and Highland; that water main 
seemed to be like in the street. 
 
Mr. Riley said in the north lane. 
 
Chairman Veverka said in the northbound lane. 
 
Mr. Riley said that’s good because if you were going to replace that, you are not going to disturb 
this gas line, right? 
 
Chairman Veverka said right.  That’s further over, at least in that segment; but then again that 
goes to the age of the water main going up Brookside. So, do we know how old that one is? 
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Is that one of the ones that is the wrong color on the chart? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said no it’s not.  Cleveland Water hasn’t identified it as critical and red, but 
it probably is the next category down.  Maybe not poor, but it doesn’t break too often; but when 
it does. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said but we don’t want to put millions of dollars in infrastructure and then find out. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we will look at that and see what the age of that road is, and if we need 
to incorporate that in a reconstruction project, then we will include that. 
 
Chairman Veverka said with the new drainage, or whatever we have to do with the water main 
and gas main; but when you had mentioned that to me, the gas main replacement, that was one of 
the things like okay so how is this going to dovetail with the road project/drainage project that 
goes along with it?  I hadn’t even thought about it except remembering you looking down in that 
hole with me while those guys were repairing that water main under the culvert. 
 
Mr. Riley said that (inaudible) operation to fix something that could have taken 3 hours.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said thank goodness it wasn’t east of Brecksville Road, that whole stretch 
we just did.   
 
Chairman Veverka said that got new water mains.  We had those ducks right in order. We had 
the water main, the drainage, all those pieces. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said the gas line is alright on that side.  You hate to see all that work. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said a number of years ago they ran, there was a problem down at the 
Bramley subdivision with the gas supply. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so they took care of that, good.   
 
Mr. Riley said when I saw this too Dave, I brought up, the first thing I asked Don was wow we 
just did Upper Brookside and that.  The gas company has told people building in Kingscote, we 
don’t know if we can get you gas with enough pressure to run your house. So, this will correct all 
of that for the residents.   
 
Chairman Veverka said Don I have one question, a personal question.  When they do a 90 degree 
turn like on Brookside where Brookside does that 90 degree turn across from 5725 Brookside, 
how do they bore?  Do they have to bore and make a coupling and go the other way? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said there may be points, and that would be a perfect example of where 
they might have to do a point repair because if there’s hard 45 degree bends, they would 
probably take it up in a couple 45’s, that’s something too hard for them. 
 
Chairman Veverka said particularly because that up there would be a 6 inch line up there. 
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City Engineer Ramm said these are all 8 inch, it’s big. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked does this impact Scenicview, Ranchview and all back in there? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said just the short stub of Scenicview, until the first house.  It’s a short stub 
to connect to what is there. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked and that pavement, has that been repaved? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, just yesterday.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said good. 
 
Chairman Veverka said and the other thing Don that we had a conversation about is that the gas 
company goes out on people’s property and videos some of this stuff where they are going to 
have to make connections.  So, I mention it for the purpose that the one lady contacted me and 
was concerned because there were a bunch of people wandering around on her property, and she 
wasn’t informed.  So, at least people in that area should be made aware that gas company people 
are videoing because some of the sidelines, the supply lines to the houses, service connections 
need to be switched out, some of them. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said and replaced. 
 
Ms. Lora asked do they tell you when they are going to be there? 
 
Chairman Veverka said that was the problem. She was like I have these people wandering 
around, so at least we make sure that we have something about that in the newsletter. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said and this is the notice that Dominion sent out to probably all 165 
affected residents, a very generic black and white, non-descript notice that kind of; if you read it, 
you wouldn’t even know really what the project is or how truly it impacts your frontage or your 
access. It has a good bunch of frequently asked questions; and so we are going to put a much 
more detailed notice together.  We will have a resident representative to look out for the City’s 
interest and our residents and traffic. Dominion will also have their own inspector looking out for 
their gas main work, but service connections are going to be swapped out and placed and 
upgraded and that’s why Councilperson Veverka, that’s why the pre-construction video of all the 
sidewalks, people’s front foundations because unfortunately they have to dig up near the front of 
the house to make the reconnection to the meter.  That will have to be heavily coordinated with 
the resident for the outage; so those things will happen kind of on the fly when they are ready. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked and they will be restoring the yards? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said oh yes, restoration will be pavement, sidewalks, anything that gets 
impacted as part of the project restoration.  So, that’s really what the update was for this project.  
It’s going to become pretty intense here.  They will have multiple crews.  This is a lot of work, 
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even for a company that does this work; so they will have multiple crews trying to get a lot of 
footage in the ground and get the thing juiced up and transfers made.  Are there any other 
questions there? 
 
Chairman Veverka said no, but I want to digress for a minute. Ron, I saw a bunch of sidewalk 
work all set up to go on Highland and Midland.  You didn’t mention that. 
 
Service Director McKinley said it’s just a day and a half worth of work. 
 
Chairman Veverka said continue sir. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said progress on current projects. I just wanted to give you the financial 
kind of snapshot.  There are a lot of projects on this list and some are more current than others, 
but because there are still open P.O.’s that have not been formally officially closed out from a 
contractual standpoint or a financial final payments made, I felt like just to keep them up here 
and just to show you where we are at.  
 
So, SC is substantially complete. Lafayette, we were just recently able to finally get that rear 
yard drainage installed behind the Latonia and Lafayette homes; so that’s why we kept this 
project open and the P.O. opened.  We are still doing pretty good weather wise. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked it was that drainage project that was going in the backyards? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, correct.  That finally got done, and we are looking to seed that 
area early next week.   
 
Brookside/Bramley, that’s been kind of done. We have held it open with some pavement 
replacement issues and some dead trees that didn’t make it over the winter; so we are going to be 
replanting.  Again, this job budget wise is doing pretty good.   
 
Hillside East. 
 
Chairman Veverka said and the Bramley job they sealed. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, they sealed the pavement up there. 
 
Chairman Veverka said which was different.  I hadn’t seen a project that was sealed, but that was 
within the budget and that made sense to hopefully make the concrete last even longer.   
 
City Engineer Ramm replied right.  That was another reason why we held that open, held this 
contract open. 
 
So, the Hillside Sidewalk East, I believe we staked for the proposed trees today, and the 
landscaper will be planting trees here over the next week. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that came pretty well under budget. 
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City Engineer Ramm said oh yeah, and we are doing well on that.  Now the trees have to be paid 
for, but we are still doing pretty good. 
 
This is the big Part A and Part B project, and we held that open because of the potential with the 
landfill and made some modifications.  We have some punch list items and some minor work to 
be done there, but that one is doing good but ready to be closed here soon.   
 
For Brookside Phase 1, it’s doing well.  Again, we have trees to plant.  We didn’t get it done in 
the spring so we will be able to pay for the trees. 
 
Phase 2 is being wrapped up.  There are some punch list items and also trees to be planted yet 
this fall, and we are doing well. 
 
This is Catt’s current construction, we still have better than $100,000; and if you recall, we had a 
change order to add $100,000, primarily for the Montello and Dalebrook area.  So, that work still 
has to get done yet in the last month or two of the season.  The majority of that money will be 
spent. 
 
The crack seal contract is about wrapped up, and we still have a little bit of money left there and 
some punch list, warranty type work that needs to be still completed yet.   
 
With Hillside West, this one is the real active one that just got going here in the last month, and 
this may look a little bit misleading; but from the contract time standpoint 40% out of the 5 
months has been used up, but we are getting ready to get into the ready rock well and some of 
the more expensive items that might only take a couple of weeks but will be a high dollar value. 
So, we feel the contract is still rolling on schedule pretty well. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked lengthwise is that longer than what we did on the East side or about 
the same time, a lot of expenses, the wall and some of the challenges. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said this was the more expensive contract, even though I think it was a 
shorter footage; but it was just a lot more involved. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked is there a way we can get a copy, maybe all of Council, get a copy of 
your slide show?  That would be a great reference. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said sure. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that’s a good chart.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said then lastly the 2021 Asphalt Contract, it’s really still in its infancy 
stage.  We are finally getting some paving done here yesterday and today on that subdivision.   
 
Mr. Riley said it could be up to 60% now.  I was out there today. 
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City Engineer Ramm said actually we threw that already in there.   They got a late start today 
north of Brookside because some machine broke on the subcontractor.  They are going to stay 
late and hopefully get it done today. 
 
Chairman Veverka said must have been the same machine that broke on Timberlane.  I was out 
there yesterday, and they had done the end of it, and they were working their way up the hill; and 
all of a sudden they stopped.  They said they didn’t fix this machine right when they were on the 
last project.  Today they were at Highland and Midland, I was watching them do that big cross 
section there.  That’s a tough one to have to pave.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said a big expansive area there.  It’s a big intersection. 
 
Chairman Veverka said a big intersection for the small streets there. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked is there a reason why there was a big amount of time between the 
first time they put the first amount of pavement in?  The second time it seemed like it was over a 
month or 2 months. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said what happened there was we got a little bit prematurely brought them 
out to mill and pave. We thought that all of the concrete work, curb and gutter and everything 
that we had queued up with Catts Construction in their bid, in their contract, had been completed. 
There was a supplemental list of work that slipped through the cracks, and we didn’t realize it 
until after they had already put the intermediate down. So, we had to ask them to kind of leave so 
that we could catch up so to speak, and then it was hard to get them back.  It was hard to get 
Catts back. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said yes because you had some of those things sticking up that kind of 
when you are driving it’s an aggravation.  In Seven Hills the same thing happened on Chestnut. 
They did the one thing, and then they let it go for a long time. You had obstacles to run over and 
everything, and I just wondered if that was an area wide thing that is happening. 
 
Mr. Riley said Dave I found out with that is, Ron might have explained this to me.  They will go 
and grind; but if they have bids in 5 cities, they will go grind in all 5 cities; and then they will 
come and put their first layer in all 5 cities. Then they come and put, so they are doing the same 
work in every city at the same time.  They don’t tell you that when they get the bid. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that seemed like a long time. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we certainly did not anticipate that. 
 
Mr. Riley said it’s nice though.  I drove on it.  It is nice. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said every week I would go by it, just to drive through to see if they 
finished it or not.  It took a long time. 
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Chairman Veverka said this time they did the grind and the first coat; so that was the part that 
was kind of like I had people asking me. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we knew there was going to be a little bit of a gap, but nowhere near 
what it was. 
 
Chairman Veverka said not 8 weeks.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said the reason that number looks low, and 75% is just arbitrary, it’s 9 
months out of a 12 month; it’s an annual contract.  So, it’s a little bit misleading in that the 75% 
is accurate purely on a calendar basis.  So, we have a lot of work to do, no question, we have a 
lot of work to do yet in these last couple of months.   
 
Chairman Veverka asked do you have some areas targeted for small asphalt? Which of those 
areas are you going to have the smaller projects?  You talked about Brecksville Road right? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, I will speak to that here coming up, but here’s some things real 
quick.  Here are some photos of the active projects, Hillside West, focusing a lot on the storm 
sewer installations.  That’s the foundation for the poured in place headwall that we have to put in 
Rich Duda’s property.  That is where we needed the easement where the stream comes through 
there. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked how tall is that wall? 
 
City Engineer Ramm asked the ready rock wall?  It’s going to be at its highest point it’s 10 or 12 
feet. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked is that going to have a railing? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said segmental blocks, big large bricks like at AAA over there. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked will that have some kind of a railing on top? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, there will be 48 inch fencing.   
 
Chairman Veverka asked attractive? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, it will be black vinyl coated.   
 
Chairman Veverka said it will kind of disappear. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said the hope is to blend in nicely. 
 
Chairman Veverka said disappear into the woods.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said we will bring that up again in Item 6, Asphalt Contract.  
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Right now we will transition to Meadowbrook, and all I really have is a lot of the old stuff that 
you have seen before.  This was initially going to be a $200,000 recycle and overlay; and we 
were thinking that we were going to already be done with this job this past summer.  The hiccup 
came with the bridge, the structure inspection; and we realized how old it was.  We thought we 
better get a better look at it, and that’s when it came to light that the structure was in need of 
some repairs.  The Regional Sewer District, because it’s part of the regional stream, they did 
happen to be there doing inspections and taking some photos of the conditions and notated some 
of the deterioration; but overall they gave the culvert, the culvert is not in too bad of shape, the 
sides 5’ x 6’ or 6’ x 6’ culvert is in much better shape than the bridge.  We did some significant 
sediment removal over this past summer to remove this tree that was growing right in the middle 
of the culvert and got rid of this huge sand bar.  So, it really has helped open up and improve the 
hydraulics of the whole area.  That was before and after.  You can see the sediment that almost 
closed off this whole opening.  That was something we did under the Creek Maintenance 
Contract. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked was it under our contract? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, it was under the Creek Maintenance.  It was very neglected over 
the years.  There was really a need for it.   
 
Ultimately, we had our own consultant that we needed to get a structural engineer to look at the 
conditions, and they again put it in this report.  They basically came to the conclusion that there 
was significant section loss.  They did a bridge load grading, and they had determined that there 
was in need of replacement.  These are pre-cast box beams that typically have the service life of 
exactly what we are at right now, 50 years.  So, they said in their summary that a lot, the rest of 
the structure, the abutments and wing walls were salvageable and could be rehabbed because 
they were in better shape, but that at a minimum the beams and the guardrails should be removed 
and replaced.  Then because they’re assessing it, they kind of went and looked at a couple of few 
different options just to kind of show that for a little bit more money you could do a little bit 
more glorious project. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked is this all City owned property? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s a private drive, and we just felt like if we were going to have 
heavy equipment paving it and having heavy loads of asphalt and construction equipment on it 
for the roadway, we wanted to make sure things were safe; and that was when this whole thing 
came to light.  We have kind of been stuck ever since.  These were cost estimates for the 
different options. That really was never part of the $200,000 budget.  It had nothing to do with 
the structure.  So, it kind of threw a monkey wrench into the schedule on it.   
 
Here I just bring up, I should emphasize that it’s in a flood zone, a flood way; so any sort of 
major modification or change to the hydraulics of the culvert or bridge over it might have to, if 
you do anything really drastically different, you might have to do some modeling so that the 
scope of the work could get a lot more complex and detailed and costly no matter what gets done 
there.   
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If we keep things as is, replace the beams for the beams in their same elevation, same horizontal 
location, that is easy as it could be.  There you wouldn’t need to do any extreme modeling or 
hydraulic modeling because we wouldn’t be changing anything. The minute you start replacing 
the whole structure with a bigger box culvert and start to change a little bit of the dynamics, you 
have to be prudent and do the modeling so that we could certify because of the flood plain. 
 
Mr. Riley asked is it the City’s goal then to take this over as a street? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said well I think that was part of the dialogue the last time it was brought 
up. 
 
Mr. Riley said the reason I ask is, and I will disclose, the house there on the corner is my wife’s 
aunt, Rose Cwalina; and there is some kind of deal in there where they all pay taxes on that road 
going in there.  I don’t know how that is, and she does not use that, but her garage used to be 
there; but now everything is off of Brecksville Road.  If you look that up, it’s under that 
Carmichael, they are considered the owner of that road where that road is.  My suggestion to the 
City if they do that, the City should have the ownership of all of it, right?  If you are putting 
money into it for the future so if we have to go in and out of there, you have the right to do it. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked you can convert a private drive into a City street? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said there’s a dedication process, a petition for dedication, and then it 
wouldn’t meet the code. 
 
Mr. Riley said I don’t know what the streets requirements are. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said the other street that’s over there going down Brecksville Road by 
Tricker’s and everything, that’s a private street. 
 
Mr. Riley said that’s another one that doesn’t meet the code of a road today which you would 
build. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I had the same question brought to me from a resident on 
Cascade Creek during Fall Fest.  They are having a lot of speeding issues, and one of the 
Policemen said we can’t do traffic stops on the street because it’s technically a private drive.   
 
Mr. Riley said no, that is a road.  They wanted it to be a private drive when I was on Council. 
 
Someone said it’s a private drive. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said it’s a little bit of both because technically they asked if we would dedicate it, 
which I think we reviewed the condition to determine it’s in really good shape; so it wouldn’t be 
bad because we plow it, we pick up garbage.  We do everything with it, and they built it to a spec 



 
Streets & Sidewalks Committee Meeting – Minutes – September 30, 2021 31 
  

 
 

that with the depth of concrete and everything that would meet the City’s specs or exceed our 
specs.  I think we talked about this some time ago, but it kind of got sidelined; so we will look at 
that process for dedicating Cascade Creek.  That would take any ambiguity out of the question, 
and we probably should look at this Meadowbrook and see if we are going to invest, then we 
should dedicate it.  If there is an objection to the dedication, then we have to determine a strategy 
or what we are going to do after that then. 
 
Chairman Veverka said I thought Cascade Creek was too narrow. There was something about 
Cascade Creek that did not meet the specs.  I don’t remember what it was. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said it doesn’t meet our traditional subdivision spec because there are houses only 
built on one side. The width is narrower, but it meets the spec in terms of the construction 
quality, not the easement quality, the easement standard that we utilize.   
 
Mr. Riley and you asked the Fire Chief if the trucks could get in and out of there, and he said 
there was no problem. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we never would have allowed it if we couldn’t get safety vehicles in there 
safely. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked wasn’t that a lawsuit. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said coming up off Dalebrook. That was a settlement as much as a compromise for 
everybody.  Can you put that together so that we can bring it up to Council in terms of the 
dedication of Cascade Creek since we are talking about it?  Then maybe we just have to have a 
meeting with all the people on Meadowbrook and say look here’s our option, here’s what we are 
up against and see if there is a consensus on their part.  Let me ask the question this way, pose it 
this way, if the stakeholders, the actual landowners whoever they are, if they would agree to 
support a transfer to a dedication strategy, what would Council’s position be on upgrading that? 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said the resident had told me that they had all signed a petition to 
have it done, all the residents on the street. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked on this one here?   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said Cascade Creek. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I’m sorry, I went back to Meadowbrook.  I agree.  We can begin that process, 
and Council can determine if their appetite is to dedicate that.  I am talking about Meadowbrook. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said Mr. Carmichael might not be interested. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if they are not interested in it, they are not going to be interested in dedicating 
it, then I don’t know how we do anything other than maintenance on it. 
 
Mr. Riley asked they would donate that? 
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Mayor Kurtz said yes. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said especially the people on the other side of the bridge. 
 
Mr. Riley said if that bridge goes, you could get out through the park. 
 
Chairman Veverka said Tom and I had that discussion. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said you might as well dedicate it. 
 
Mr. Riley said one homeowner down there, Greg Patacca, told me when he bought that house, he 
kept a portion that goes to the park where that gate is that he owns that.  I am not sure. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said it could be because that was chopped off from the old, originally it was 
chopped off from the State. 
 
Mr. Riley said if that bridge goes, they may not have a way out.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said we could always figure out how to get out to the park temporarily.  I think we 
have to find a permanent solution to this.  I think we need to have a meeting.   
 
Mr. Chairman I think we should get a meeting with the residents and share with them what we 
have going and see if we can reach a consensus in terms of dedication and make it easier for 
Council then to do any work there on a permanent basis, and they could all benefit from it. 
 
Chairman Veverka said well it seems logically how this is kind of evolved.  It has evolved from 
a paving project to a what do we do with the bridge project to a does it make sense to? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that would dictate what we invest in this project. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said if they are willing to dedicate it, then it makes it easier for us to make a 
decision then in terms of what our outlay is going to be to make it more suitable. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked how many residents would that be Greg? 
 
Chairman Veverka said 7 I think. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said 7 or 8. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Mr. Riley said she used to pay the taxes, and then Carmichael sends a bill to all the people to 
collect taxes.  I pulled it up.  It says Carmichael owns that strip. 
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Mayor Kurtz said you know what, let’s find out.  If there’s a willingness for them to dedicate it, 
which I can’t see why they wouldn’t because I don’t think one person has control over it.  Those 
people have been using that for more than 21 years.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said I believe the deed actually has a cross-reference to the other owners by 
easement.  They all have rights.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said if they are willing to simplify it, then we can recommend to Council to 
dedicate it, and then we can make the improvements. Then it takes the burden off of everybody. 
 
Mr. Riley said if they don’t dedicate it, they pay for it. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked can we pursue that? 
 
Chairman Veverka said at least investigate it and have a meeting. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said we will see if we can get a meeting with them.  We have enough data now to 
be able to have a conversation with them, right? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said right. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said and Council should all be there, and we will just say here’s an open forum 
with the stakeholders and landowners; but then Council is a stakeholder too if we dedicate it.  
Let’s see if we can build a consensus.  If we can then, it will simplify everything. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said then we can decide whether we will take a broader view of that flood 
area or not.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said moving along, Item 5 Upcoming Projects for 2022.  These were the 
ones that were kind of on our front burner just because we have known they have been coming.  
Some are getting ready to be bid out.  The Brecksville Road Improvements from Rockside to 
Cornerstone, that was a continuation of the split out where we had the Part A, Part B project; and 
this is the one E.L. Robinson is doing that study to see if we could squeeze another foot or two 
out of the corridor.  That should be ready to be bid soon and should be under construction next 
year. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said so that will be consistent with what we have from the end of the 
Topgolf improvement to Rockside. 
 
Mayor Kurtz does that finish it Don? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s meant to be a continuation and bring it all the way down. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said that’s rough over there.   
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City Engineer Ramm said so that we know what is coming. That likely will be under 
construction while the bridge work is being done, but because we did that newer section by 
AAA, there’s a separation.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that’s a beautiful area.  You go up to the top of the hill, and it looks 
beautiful; and then all of a sudden it goes back to not looking so hot. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so the Rockside Road I-77, that’s the ODOT interchange, and that’s 
going to be under construction next year. We are hoping to bid it out here over the winter and hit 
the ground running in the spring. 
 
This Longano/Kleber that’s been on our radar for some time, and we are looking to get an RFQ 
together for hiring a consultant and to get that thing designed so we can move on it. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked the design work will be next year? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we were hoping to even get maybe, we have some money budgeted 
for engineering in this year 2021 to get it going. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked construction won’t be until 2023? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s what we would kind of have to decide because Kleber is going 
to be so congested with the bridge, we probably don’t want anything going on and working over 
top of each other.  Perhaps Longano might be something we would do. 
 
Mayor Kurtz asked would you submit a formal proposal to several engineering firms and ask 
them to submit back to us so we can pick who is the most competitive? By competitive I mean 
price, availability too so that they can help us prepare the specs. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it’s tricky.  Anything over $50,000 design fee it has to be what you 
call qualifications based.  So you have your QVS, you are not supposed to ask about fee; you are 
supposed to base your selection on qualifications of the engineering firm, the project managers, 
and people, their experience.  So, that is how.  So, identify the most qualified consultant through 
a short list of pre-qualified consultants that we are comfortable with and have had good 
experience with. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I just want to make sure we are getting the best value, and value to me is time 
and it’s money. So, let’s see who we have a good history with that will attract some budget 
numbers and stay within the budget numbers.  If they could get us within the timetables and stay 
within the timetables.  Those are criteria I look at when hiring someone or recommending to 
Council to hire someone. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said there probably wouldn’t be no discussion as far as sidewalks there.   
 
Mayor Kurtz said well I think it’s incumbent upon us to ask questions of the engineers; if you 
could, how would you?  Let them decide if there’s a creative way for that because there are a lot 



 
Streets & Sidewalks Committee Meeting – Minutes – September 30, 2021 35 
  

 
 

of younger families on that street now; and I don’t want to pre-judge, but I want the experts to 
tell me yeah we can incorporate them into an apron. I don’t know.  I’m just talking out loud that 
there may be an opportunity.  I think we have to explore all of the different opportunities. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it’s been so long since there’s been a road project down there. 
 
Mayor Kurtz said I still think we should look if possible land wise a boulevard entrance at 
Longano to add more character to that area, if it’s a possibility because we will distinguish that 
as a residential area too. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I know the residents on Kleber are happy with the entrance they have 
now, it’s a big improvement. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said and then the last project here is one we talked about earlier today, it 
was the Brookside Road from Eastview to Brecksville Road.  That is on our Capital Plan for I 
believe 2022 construction.  So, it just depends on how quickly we can get it engineered and 
whether or not it’s going to include water main construction because then it just gets to be a 
larger project and more funding might be needed and more time to design it and construct it.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said that will complete from Bramley all the way to Sprague when we are 
done. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it will finish it all. It’s kind of begging for, it looks as bad as it ever 
looked because now everything else around it looks good. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said even the other side streets have all been done. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I think we should wait longer since the Councilperson lives 
on that street.   
 
Chairman Veverka said we can wait. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Chairman Veverka said that’s alright, I still have a few neighbors who will talk to me.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I think when we look at the Five-Year Plan though, the people from 
Stone Road, I think it’s a good idea to maybe bump Stone Road up or at least get them on the 
schedule because now that we know there’s not going to be the truck traffic anymore and have a 
lot of foot traffic; it makes sense to really take a good look at that because all of our other roads, 
and Stone has been kind of neglected because of the mine and everything. 
 
Chairman Veverka said and I would sidebar one comment related to what you are saying though 
is the Mayor mentioned the word grant which scares the heck out of me.  We should have 
learned that lesson when it came to Hemlock Trail.  I am very much interested in running in the 
other direction when it comes to proposing any kind of investigations into too much of a degree 
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to a grant because there are so many conditions, it kicks the price up, it creates required salary 
paying for the contractors and it creates all kind of Pandora’s box.  I just mention that because I 
know how that hung us up; it could have been a Boy Scout project, some people mentioned that 
in the past.  It turned out nice. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said circling back on the asphalt update.  This was the current schedule we 
received from Chagrin Valley Paving as we are looking now to start getting into some of these 
bigger jobs.  If you notice message boards have gotten put up on Rockside kind of warning 
motorists of the upcoming work. The signs should have said night work.  We intend to do that at 
night to try to minimize the impact because it’s pretty tough out there traffic wise. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked are you just doing asphalt there or are you doing the 
sidewalk? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said there’s a sidewalk already on the south side; so no it’s just a mill and 
fill.  We are going to replace the expansion joints.  Those are those periodic hard ones that you 
drive over; those will get replaced, and by and large it’s just a resurfacing.  Incidentally, when 
the County rebuilds those bridges down there on Rockside, they will build a new sidewalk on the 
north side because of pedestrian maintenance.  During construction of the bridge, we are going to 
get a free sidewalk out of it when the time comes.   
 
So here you see 9/29 and 9/30 they were out, in the Midland and Highland and Ranchview area, 
they will be doing some casting adjustments next week.  Here comes the night work.  It says 7:00 
p.m. to 7:00 a.m.  We thought that a lot of Rockside Road, Old Rockside, Commerce, even 
Valley View behind the shopping center.  It would be best to be done at night. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked Rockside is east of 21? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked weren’t they going to have that repaved from Brecksville down to the 
Valley View border? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s this job. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it’s a County job. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes, they are giving us $250,000 as a grant. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said they might be the one entity that isn’t most impacted by that, but 
luckily there’s access on the south side.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said Selig and Brecksville.  How far a distance that will be? 
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City Engineer Ramm said here are some photos.  This was the stretch, it’s really just the 
repaving of the stretch that got paved when we widened and did the Selig Road project because 
it’s been pushing 10 years now, and it takes a beating with all of our activity on the campus.  It’s 
pretty worn out. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked that’s the entrance to the cemetery there? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said yes.  So, we thought that, there are a couple of residents on this north 
end, and of course Ms. Custer and a couple few residents on the southerly end.  We are going to 
try to get them out there to do their work from 6:00 or 6:30 to 10:00 or 11:00 p.m. so that the 
noise; it will be at night, but not 4:00 in the morning.  It will minimize the impact to the 
residents. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said if it was Rockside, it wouldn’t matter. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said no, Rockside Road they could work all night long on that.   
 
Here are some photos of the stuff that got done yesterday and today. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked Don how far down the road is the Brecksville Road, the rest of 
Brecksville Road’s paving?  I know we put patches in a couple few years ago. 
 
City Engineer Ramm asked you mean a larger more glorious resurfacing? 
 
Chairman Veverka said yeah the more glorious resurfacing. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s out a way still.  On our Five-Year Plan I think we were 
budgeting $1,000,000 for 5 years; and that’s because we need to replace the water main and do 
more of a larger scale project. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said I thought it was like 2026 or 2027. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I included this sheet for Rockside Road because of the date, it tells you 
when this was last resurfaced in 2003.  It was a County operations project.  So, we got our 
money’s worth out of that. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said we always said that Brecksville’s always looked better than ours for 
some reason, the repaving.  Remember, we used to tell Don Elewski that. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said you are talking about Brecksville Road. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said Brecksville Road because they did Brecksville the same time too.  
Brecksvile and Independence both; and I don’t know if they did a little bit better job. 
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Chairman Veverka said better asphalt. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked doesn’t Brecksville have their own crew, their own Service 
Department crew that goes out? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said well this was a State project, so they did everything Chris in one.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said these are exhibits of the streets that are being done at night, Old 
Rockside, Commerce, Valley View. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said they are still under our contract, the asphalt. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said there’s a sign there saying it’s for sale I think. 
 
Mr. Riley asked didn’t Elewski make that his own office? 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said maybe, but there was a family living there. 
 
Chairman Veverka said there was a house at the end.  I talked to those people.   
 
Mr. Riley said next to the cigar shop.  I thought that Norm’s office was made into an office. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I think it converted back to a rental. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we are going to have to speak to them. 
 
Mr. Riley asked are you doing that whole parking lot for the pre-school? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I think we own it.  That is why. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said it’s all gravel, and it’s hard to plow. 
 
Several people began speaking at once again. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said so getting back to the schedule, so we told the contractor that we 
thought 30 to 45 days, and he hopes to do much better than that, Chagrin Valley Paving, on these 
4 or 5 streets. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz asked so that’s like a month and a half on all of them? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said right, some might get done quicker, but overall. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said by the end of November. 
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City Engineer Ramm said and maybe hope to do better than that.  It just depends on what kind of 
delays are in between the processes.   
 
Mr. Riley said we should really let the Post Office and let that pre-school know. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said especially the pre-school. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said once these roads are done, they can come in and put that 
slurry down every couple of years.  
 
City Engineer Ramm asked you mean the mastic surface sealer?  We put the reclamite down now 
also right out of the gate after it has been resurfaced.  That’s an asphalt rejuvenation penetrating 
sealer.   
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said maybe a question for Ron, you go down south, and these 
asphalt roads that have crushed glass in it for heat, for the sun to help melt ice, have we ever 
thought of anything like that up here? 
 
Service Director McKinley said yes and no.  Currently I am looking at solar roadways where we 
can power residents’ houses.  It’s the same concept, they are actually stronger than concrete.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s the asphalt update.  We hope not to have a significant delay of a 
month or two between when they are out here milling and when they are out here putting the 
intermediate down and resurfacing.  It’s a much tighter, and it really should be a lot tighter of a 
process.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked you think Don next year that the prices are going to be, these 
contracts will be a lot higher because of the costs? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said it seems to be trending that way with inflation and the gas fuel prices. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said I don’t know if they would be willing to hold the prices like we had in 
the past and everything.   
 
City Engineer Ramm said that’s all for the asphalt update.   
 
One other item for any other matters, so on the Council legislation for October, we use ACM 
Construction Management as our consultant and inspecting service that we use to watch over all 
the inspection work.  We had an initial $50,000 contract.  We had a contract modification a 
month or 2 ago for another $50,000; and now with the crux of the work that still has to be 
performed here; we still have a lot of work to do in this last month or 2, and we are at about 
$15,000 remaining with their purchase order.  I was hoping to get an approval of another contract 
modification for an additional $50,000 to get us coverage for inspection for the rest of the 
season. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel asked which company is that? 
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City Engineer Ramm said it’s ACM Construction Management, and they have been looking out 
over all the maintenance contracts, concrete, asphalt, creek and of course these big asphalt 
resurfacing jobs.  So, with the night work, they could also be looking at stuff during the daytime; 
so we think we are going to start burning hours quickly to cover all this work; and if things line 
up the way they might.  I don’t think we are in trouble.  I don’t think it has to be approved as an 
emergency in October, but for sure probably by November. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked do you want to make a motion to that effect? 
 
City Engineer Ramm said I submitted legislation.  I just wanted to make you aware that when 
you saw it you had heard about it.  
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said we have Ash, Poplar and Willow for the engineering to start next year. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said if there’s money budgeted. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said the engineering for next year, then we have construction in 2023. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we could get that one going out of the gate, some engineering work.  
There for sure we have water mains scheduled to be replaced and sidewalks. 
 
Chairman Veverka said they could put those big pipes in front of Walchanowicz’s house, he’s 
fine with it.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it’s pretty flat there too so sidewalks are probably in order. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said we hope so.  There are a lot of kids. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said a lot of younger people on that street. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said there’s more room.  It’s more open.  It would seem like it would fit 
very nicely there. 
 
Councilperson Walchanowicz said the only thing the residents are worried about are the 
sidewalks are going to have to go on the inside of the street, they would have to go on the west 
side of the road because we have the hydrants and telephone poles.  So, the sidewalks will end up 
being like 10 feet off the road in our yards. 
 
City Engineer Ramm said we will look at all that.  We try not to have to relocate a lot of that 
because it’s expensive; but like the water mains that we are putting in brand new, that would be 
an opportune time to make sure the new hydrants are spotted such that they won’t conflict. 
 
Chairman Veverka asked is the right-of-way there pretty wide? 
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City Engineer Ramm said I think it is.  I think it’s a traditional 60 foot right-of-way versus 
Kleber.  Kleber is 50 feet.  It’s very narrow.  Longano too I believe is 50 feet. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said then it looks like Don in 2023 we start saving money for the Dalebrook 
subdivision. That is a big one.   
 
Mr. Riley said we are going to take the sidewalks out Dave. 
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it’s hard to believe that it’s been 21 years since we had the big battle 
for the sidewalks there and everything, and we did the streets.  By the time you get it done, it 
would be about 25 years I think.   
 
Mr. Riley said I remember somebody who didn’t live in our City saying to me, all these other 
cities have levies and this and that; and you guys have a vote for sidewalks.   
 
Vice Mayor Grendel said it was one of the most heated debates we had.   
 
Mr. Riley said you had husbands battling wives.   
 
Chairman Veverka asked is there anything else for the good of the committee before we get into 
the frivolity? 
 
Moved by Grendel, seconded by Veverka, to adjourn the Streets & Sidewalks meeting of 
September 30, 2021.  Voice Vote: 2 yes/0 no; motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:59 p.m. 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Debra J. Beal, Clerk of Council 
Minutes Unapproved at Time of Release 10/05/21 
 
 


